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REMARKS 

Claims 1-7 are pending in the application. Reconsideration of the application in light of 
the amendments and arguments herein are respectfully requested. 

Objection to the Specification 

The disclosure stands objected to by the examiner. He has required amendment of 
paragraph [0001] to include the appropriate patent number. By this paper, the specification is 
amended to recite that the parent application, serial number 10/167,282, was issued as U.S. 
Patent number 6,718,031 on April 6, 2004. Accordingly, withdrawal of the objection to the 
disclosure is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The examiner has determined that claims 1-7 are allowable over the prior art of record, 
which is thankfully acknowledged by the applicants. 

Obviousness-type Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 1-7 stand rejected under the doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting 
relative to U.S. patent number 6,718,031; U.S. patent number 6,404,882; U.S. patent number 
6,243,458; and U.S. patent number 5,999,616. 

A terminal disclaimer to obviate the obviousness-type double patenting rejection of 
claims 1-7 is submitted herewith. Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection and allowance of the 
claims is respectfully requested. 
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With this response, the application is believed to be in condition for allowance. Should 
the examiner deem a telephone conference to be of assistance in advancing the application to 
allowance, the examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at the telephone number 



December 23, 2004 

BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 

P.O. BOX 10395 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

(312) 321-4200 



below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




JoM G. Rauch 
Registration No. 37,218 
Attorney for Applicant 
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